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Although Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857–1924) is regarded as one of the greatest writers
in English, and Heart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by many his "most
famous, finest, and most enigmatic story." — Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale concerns the
journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far
upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike
sway over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is
brought face to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human
existence.In its combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study and
acute psychological penetration, Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It is a
book no serious student of literature can afford to miss.

From the Back CoverAlthough Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857 1924) is regarded as one
of the greatest writers in English, andHeart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by
many his "most famous, finest, and most enigmatic story." Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale
concerns the journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading
company. Far upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an
almost godlike sway over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man,
Marlow is brought face to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of
human existence.In its combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study
and acute psychological penetration,Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It
is a book no serious student of literature can afford to miss.About the AuthorJoseph Conrad
(1857–1924) was fluent from birth in French as well as his native Polish. He learned his third
language, English, as an adult, and it was in English that he wrote his evocative stories and
novels. Conrad drew upon his experiences in the British and French navies to portray the
struggles of humanity amid the world's vast indifference.
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Ashutosh S. Jogalekar, “Rambling but interesting, hallucinatory and yet clear. I first read Conrad
in college but at that time much of it slipped past me, unappreciated and ignored. So I decided to
read it again, and this time appreciated it better while still finding it a bit overrated. It was also
instructive to compare it another example of post-colonial angst: J. M. Coetzee's "Waiting for the
Barbarians". Like Coetzee's magistrate, Conrad's Marlow is a trader on a steamboat, sailing into
the heart of darkness, the inchoate hole of the ivory trade deep in the jungles of Africa. Like the
magistrate he has a perceptive eye and alternately appreciates and loathes the trappings of
empire. The central character in the book apart from Marlow - and the famous inspiration for
Marlon Brando's character in "Apocalypse Now" - is a trader named Mr. Kurtz, a man of endless
ambiguity, power and sinister possibilities whose name seems to be on everybody's lips, who is
considered a shadow that has gone mad, but who still evokes almost universal idolatry and
jealousy. Much of "Heart of Darkness" centers on Marlow's observations on both Europeans and
Africans and his search for Mr. Kurtz. Kurtz is in some ways everything that was wrong about
colonialism and the exploitation of natives.Personally I think that the themes with which the book
deals, involving, again, the hypocrisy and avarice of white traders in Africa and the ennobling
narratives which they construct in order to sustain this dirty business, must have been novel in
1905, but are less so now when the ugly history of imperialism is part of the history books.
Nonetheless, the characters of Marlow and Kurtz - one a self-loathing and observant cog in the
system and the other the central gear - are universals which have existed in other ages and
times. Kafka and Dostoyevsky among others have treaded this territory well.Since it was first
published in 1905, Conrad's novel has become famous, mostly because of the ambiguity of its
language and characters and the haunting beauty of the human and physical landscape: the
famous dying words of Kurtz, "The horror! The horror!", continue to spark debate. It has also
become controversial because while the Europeans are properly lambasted as greedy
oppressors in the story, the Africans are presented as a faceless whole without individual
personalities. Some have accused Conrad of xenophobia in doing this, but the key thing to
realize is that Conrad describes the Africans exactly as racist and xenophobic white Europeans
saw them then. In that sense his novel couldn't be a more accurate reflection of reality.English
was actually Conrad's third language; Polish and French being his first and second. It can be
pretty frustrating to follow the impaired flow of language in the novel. However, there are also
times - most notably in describing both the darkness in people's hearts as well as that of Africa -
that the prose remarkably soars and glistens. The ambiguity and spare descriptions, the
constant to and fro between various characters and the sometimes non-linear narrative lend a
hallucinatory hue to the whole enterprise, one which has been responsible to no small extent for
the constant literary churning of the book. It's one of those stories where one can see what one
wants to, but it should be noted that if a novel is famous *purely* for the ambiguity of its writing, it
can veer dangerously close to being a poor novel. The often luminous nature of Conrad's writing



rescues "Heart of Darkness" from its fate, but it also downgrades (gasp) the book from being a
truly great novel to a very good and thought-provoking one in my opinion. Conrad's later "The
Secret Agent" is a much better example of literary complexity and a more developed sense of
language.Ultimately both Conrad and Coetzee are valuable because they expose the rotten
seed at the heart of the alluring colonial fruit: the ultimately hypocrisy of colonialism throughout
history is that while every colonial conquerer and bureaucrat has claimed to bring enlightenment
to his conquered masses, in reality the base greed, superficiality and dark, exploitative qualities
of the conquerer make him far more rotten and barbarous than any of his supposedly barbarous
subjects.”

Decker, “Dated in some aspects but a lot of the themes are still relevant. I had seen this title and
Conrad's name coined constantly through other mediums before I actually decided to read this. I
wasn't really pressed on until I came across a lecture by Chinua Achebe, an African author, who
claimed that Heart of Darkness and Conrad were racist. Nothing like some controversy to
inadvertently give attention to what your actually protesting eh? His views on Conrad though
reminded me of my own on Mark Twain though. I don't like Twain, I think he was a racist despite
being hailed constantly by English teachers I've known. I would have thought the same if I hadn't
come across his views on American Indians. He called us "scum of the earth" and other things.
Statements he never retracted apparently. It didn't stop me from reading Twain which I have
done but It didn't impress me. So I can actually somewhat understand Achebe's qualms but
there turned out to be more to the Heart of Darkness than he would have some believe.From
what I understand this short work is heavily based on Conrad's own experiences from what he
saw in the Congo Free State, something that would go on to effect his health and stability as it
does for the character of the book Marlow. Marlow is a young man from England. Hungry for
adventure on a steam boat in the dark continent. He manages to land a job with a company that
is based on the Congo. So now the captain of his own tug boat he goes into Africa only to bare
witness to the acts of the corporation he works for. Lines of naked bony natives in chains are led
into mine shafts by uniformed men, massive tracts of the jungle are slashed and burned for bits
of ivory, while starving slaves are left to die on the banks of the river. If this is progress then
humanity is doomed it seems. But Marlow isn't there to gawk instead he's sent down river to
track down and find a company agent, Mr Kurtz.Kurtz seems to be a golden boy of the company.
His superiors praise him, so does his family and friends. He is like the embodiment of European
ideals, superior in every way to the savages but as Marlowe goes down the river and further into
the dark jungles he learns more about this man and his troubling nature. Despite his superior
stock and civilized morals Kurtz had quite literally "gone native". It can be looked at in various
ways. A disturbing indictment of greed and imperialism. A look at the self destructive nature of
humanity or civilization in general. While the book was good in the respects of allegory its still
very archaic. His writing can drag in certain parts and feels pretty dated. But it's Conrad's
depictions of the natives stands out above all of them. They have almost no actual culture, they



prance around fires with grass skirts and bones in their noses; and the description of the witch
woman feels like it was torn right out of a pulp magazine. Still though I think the themes of the
book and overall message trump these bits but some may just find them distasteful.In the end I
actually liked Heart of Darkness but it definitely is racist in some parts. Conrad may have been
disgusted with the Congo Free State, he may have been against imperialism, but he still saw the
Africans as a lesser people. Still one can't really indict a man on views that were otherwise very
common in his time. Compared to others from the same period Conrad was definitely a
progressive. The book is pretty powerful and it had a strong message of anti-imperialism before
it was beaten to death later on. In the end it's all a matter of taste. I liked it, its well written, not
long, and it may dwell in the back of your head for a while. It left me wondering whether or not
Kurtz's final message "exterminate the brutes" was meant for the natives or mankind in general.”

Amir Gendy, ““Exquisitely written”. “We penetrated deeper and deeper into the heart of
darkness. It was very quiet there.”J. Conrad exceptional style of writing makes the reader live the
horror again. It’s morbid, it’s scary, it’s disturbing, it’s beautifully descriptive, and exquisitely
written.One of three books I gave 5 stars.Dr. Amir GendySurgeon and Author of “BETTER” and
“The Future of Medicine and the Fate of Humanity” and the soon to be published this Thxgvg
“THE abNORMAL”amirgendy.com”

M. Dowden, “A Powerful Read. As a yacht anchors in the Thames and the crew settle down one
of them, Charles Marlow, recites an experience he had when he took to sailing on freshwater.
And so we have here one of Conrad’s most read and studied works, although this is only a
novella. First published in serial form in Blackwood’s Magazine this tale still has the power to
provoke and stimulate discussion.Obviously inspired by and based in part on the author’s own
experiences this is a story that really grips you. As Marlow takes a job to captain a steamboat up
and down the river between trading posts in Africa, he is employed by an ivory business. As
Marlow keeps hearing of the genius Mr Kurtz, he is intrigued. But when he actually meets Kurtz
things are not what they seem.Taking in Imperialism and the rapacious way of companies to
drain areas of natural resources for their own profits this is something that we are still dealing
with today. With the native Africans treated like dirt and looked down upon we also see how the
Europeans employed by the company come in different guises, from lazy incompetents to those
greedy for profit and gain, all backstabbing each other for their own personal advancement.We
see that Kurtz is from a new way of thought, with the idea of suppressing the native religions and
superstitions and trying to make them more like ‘civilised’ Europeans. This novella has come
under attack at different times due to such things as supposed racism and so on, but personally
I along with many others have found this to be slightly erroneous. Conrad firstly was writing in
the language and prejudices of his time, and he does portray the inhumanity shown towards the
native population quite graphically. His story also makes us think and question what right we
have to change a whole people’s ideas and beliefs just to make them the same as ours. In all



Conrad shows us here the cruelty and greed that we can show to one another, and how the real
world is, which makes this so powerful and intense a read.”

M. Dowden, “A Powerful Read. As a yacht anchors in the Thames and the crew settle down one
of them, Charles Marlow, recites an experience he had when he took to sailing on freshwater.
And so we have here one of Conrad’s most read and studied works, although this is only a
novella. First published in serial form in Blackwood’s Magazine this tale still has the power to
provoke and stimulate discussion.Obviously inspired by and based in part on the author’s own
experiences this is a story that really grips you. As Marlow takes a job to captain a steamboat up
and down the river between trading posts in Africa, he is employed by an ivory business. As
Marlow keeps hearing of the genius Mr Kurtz, he is intrigued. But when he actually meets Kurtz
things are not what they seem.Taking in Imperialism and the rapacious way of companies to
drain areas of natural resources for their own profits this is something that we are still dealing
with today. With the native Africans treated like dirt and looked down upon we also see how the
Europeans employed by the company come in different guises, from lazy incompetents to those
greedy for profit and gain, all backstabbing each other for their own personal advancement.We
see that Kurtz is from a new way of thought, with the idea of suppressing the native religions and
superstitions and trying to make them more like ‘civilised’ Europeans. This novella has come
under attack at different times due to such things as supposed racism and so on, but personally
I along with many others have found this to be slightly erroneous. Conrad firstly was writing in the
language and prejudices of his time, and he does portray the inhumanity shown towards the
native population quite graphically. His story also makes us think and question what right we
have to change a whole people’s ideas and beliefs just to make them the same as ours. In all
Conrad shows us here the cruelty and greed that we can show to one another, and how the real
world is, which makes this so powerful and intense a read.”

The book by William Shakespeare has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 5,443 people have provided
feedback.
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